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11. Summary of the new findings of the thesis
This study has applied Norman Fairclough’s approach to critical discourse analysis (CDA) with the support of corpus techniques in examining the power relation among countries and the ideologies about the developed and developing countries’ responsibilities for climate change as well as their manifestations via the language in The Independent and The New York Times’ coverage of the UNFCCC COPs between 2004 and 2013. 
Three main ideologies were decoded in response to the research questions. First, both unity and conflict existed in the power relation among countries at the global climate conferences, with the heavier weight on the conflict. Second, the developed countries seemed reluctant and indifferent towards their responsibility for climate change. Third, the developing countries were required to take responsibility for climate change due to their rapid growth but they still demanded aid from the developed countries. Consequently, no consensus could be reached on a common legal framework for climate change, and the lengthy process of climate conferences yielded nothing positive but confusion and delayed action. 
The linguistic features of lexical choice, metaphor, passivization, modality, and nominalization are found ideologically invested in the media’s portrayal of the power relation and ideologies. Also, the ideologies and the language features that conveyed these ideologies were influenced by the two media outlets’ political commitments, news values, news agenda, and the socio-economic background that embedded the discourse. All in all, the media bolstered the asymmetrical power nexus and the ideologies about the responsibilities for climate change in the interest of the developed nations.
12. Practical applicability
The findings of the study have provided a scientific basis to:

· assert the effectiveness of the methodology in which a qualitative CDA is supported by quantitative corpus techniques;
· reaffirm the significance of CDA in unveiling the media’s power in manipulating its language use to convey ideological stances;
· serve as a reference for schools and other educational institutions in establishing their educational programs about climate change and critical reading; and

· contribute to raising faculty and students’ awareness of the role of CDA in education and the role of media language in constituting the society. 

13. Further research directions
Future research might:

· examine at a greater depth across the strata of newspapers in various countries, and expand to different types of texts on climate change; 
· conduct deeper analyses of diachronic continuities and new developments of language use with the inclusion of more language features; and 
· combine CDA with other approaches to illuminate understanding of power structures that permit or imped access to prominent issues in society.
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